Adrenergic neurons in the nucleus tractus solitarius receive GABAergic synapses. Demonstration by dual immunocytochemistry in the rat.
By means of a dual immunocytochemical labeling for phenylethanolamine-N-methyltransferase and glutamate decarboxylase, synaptic associations between adrenaline-synthesizing neurons and GABAergic terminals are demonstrated in the medial nucleus tractus solitarius of the rat. These relationships could constitute an anatomical substrate for the presumed role of GABA in modulation of baroreceptor reflexes at this level.